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Design team | A Work of Substance
Creative director | Maxime Dautresme
Photographer | Dennis Lo

Category | Eyewear Store

Location ] Hong Kong

Materials ) mirror, stainless steel, teak wood
Size] 75m=

Completion | Jan. 2018
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A Work of Substance

At the very epicenter of Hong Kong's
design revolution, their 22-person shop
uses design as a tool to rejuvenate culture
and local neighborhoods, creating works
of substance that make Hong Kong
a place people look to for inspiration.
Ever daring and ever curious, they are
constantly venturing into new projects and
industries, including the launch of their
exclusive line of furniture and lighting.
They work for clients that allow them to
do things they could have only dreamed
of - with commissions spanning the globe,
they are now active in Hong Kong, Seoul,
Hoi An, Singapore, Bali, Bangkok, Megéve
and Rio de Janeiro.
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1. Khromis is situated in the Poho
District Hong Kong, the vanguard of
local modernism.
|
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2. Try-on area and placement of round mirror with a magical power. 3. Large glass panel gives a direct view of the interior. 4. Door shape of Khromis
signifies its business and service.
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Like a prism dispersing monochromatic light into a spectrum of colours, Khromis
is a catalyst for transformation. The main challenge is working with the volume and
the location of the store to translate the concept of refraction by channeling sunlight
through the stainless steel archways of interior, so that light is carried from outside to
inside. The interior uses mirrors to create reflections and perspective, manoeuvring
light to display the product in the best possible way.

The entrance door is unique in style and material arrangement. Its curvature is
similar to an eyewear frame whose fabrication is tedious and difficult. Stainless
steel and solid wood are joined together in polished detail in a fine craftsmanship.
The unique feature of the doorframe simulation is a hint that one seeks for personal
aesthetic value.
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5. Curved edge softens the heavy straight geometry in the store. 6. Fine details where metal meets wood. 7. Display cabinet compartment layout
follows a certain order and illuminated in an artistic manner. 8. Reflection and deflection forms the magic melody of Khromis. 9. Plan.
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1. RC, metal members and glass are the materials of the polished facade. 1. Top-end eyewear store and its obvious design language of forever
2. Display panels were fabricated of stainless steel panel boards. 3. Interior beauty. 2. Polish and precise tectonic beauty amplify the style of the
partition is tailored by wood panels supported by stainless members. 4. eyewear brand. 3. Eyewear display was the most important challenge
Central display table and coffee table are made of solid wood. 5. Shining of the design — to deliver the brand spirit and provide eye-catching

stainless door arch give an artistic pleasure. sentiments without coercive slogans.
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Stylistic Street

Custom-made Khromis selected the site for its flagship store in Hong Kong
for two reasons; the site faces two streets that attract people’s attention; and
the Poho District has long been recognized as the vanguard of Hong Kong
modernism. These provide the local residents with a long memory linkage to
both high-end products and fashion germination.

The design by A Work of Substance focused on the brand image of Khromis. It
is not just a sales store but a fashion tailor that offers individual custom design
service for eyewear, sunglasses or other accessories. Metal and acetate
board are the materials Khromis carries for its design line along with its fine
craftsmanship the company provides its customers with the best products.
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A coffee area quietly placed in an intimate corner. 11. Central island display cabinet reveals the relief of the continuous prism shape. 12. Bar
table and its fine detail design. 13. Flexible layout in the space allows total visual permeation of the space. 14. Site plan. The diagram shows the
relation between store and sunlight trajectory. i

Optical beauty in design

The logo of Khromis is a reflected light band. The idea of “re-flection”, as an indirective hint appear in all the design gestures.
For instance a wood table and central island display showcase have relief on their surfaces similar to the shape of the prism
and its reflected light bands. Other furniture pieces are tailored with a terrific craft such as the stainless steel fabricated grid
pattern for the eyewear, and lighting that features each object like piece of art. Wood was introduced in certain parts to create a
more intimate comfort for customers.

Simplicity is the message that A Work of Substance intends to deliver and both intimacy and extreme shining beauty are part of
this. Like a mirror for trying on it is a functional object but symbolically linked to a person’s psyche on the surface yet deep into
consciousness. A coffee table is a cozy corner that allows one to sit alongside while appreciating the richness of the space.




