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DESIGN
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creating desires

Paradis, the new HK restaurant and cocktail bar, makes its journey

from concept to realization with the help of a

LAUNCHING A NEW RESTAURANT is always
a daunting endeavor, and doubly so when
aiming to make a mark in the highly compet-
itive Hong Kong F&B scene. The key for one
restaurateur w h() was eager to dchl][ d .\'liln(l'
out entry on Wyndham Street was to engage
the services of design agency Substance, not
only to conceive a beguiling set of eclectic
interiors inspired by French Colonial and
Caribbean influences, but to begin with the
creation of an entirely new brand identity.
“Developing a coherent brand concept
before you start to think about design details
like the logo, packaging, or imagery is crit-
ical,” explains Max Dautresme, Substance
founding partner and director. "It creates a
framework against which you can measure
whether what you do is authentic or merely
design for design’s sake. It's all too easy to

be distracted by decoration, but those ele-

ments need a carefully considered context if

they are to deliver more than just aesthetics.”

The Hong Kong-based designer is already
well-known for his extraordinary work at two
venues at The Pulse: The Ocean, a beach-
inspired restaurant, and Cabana, a rooftop
lounge and bar. They introduced a new
benchmark for contemporary design on the
Repulse Bay beachfront. And The Krug Room
at Mandarin Oriental, Hong Kong broke new
design ground with its intimate twelve-seat
interior evoking a deluxe railway carriage.

“Building a brand is about creating
desires,” says Dautresme. “We usually start
by developing insightful stories around a real
sense of the personalities and the atmos-
phere and then think about how every detail,
from typography and graphic details to the
lighting, pays homage to them.”
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leading-edge design firm.
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DESIGN

Dautresme explains that at Paradis the
starting point was telling a story about black
magic and the influence of Alfrican crafts-
manship on French Colonial design. “With
the storyline established, we could see
that the existing layout was too open,” he
explains. “To enhance the form and func-
tion within the space, we introduced several
smaller, cozy dining areas separated by wood
louver screens and leafy plants. It brings a
much more intimate experience and a sense
of mystery. People want to see what lies
behind — it's very seductive.”

One of the major issues in creating an
effective interior is achieving a perfect
harmony between lighting and furniture.
Dautresme, fortunately, is as comfortable
working with the design of material objects

as he is with abstract concepts. At Paradis

this talent is manifest in his collection of ) )
Entrance view of reception desk and bar

dining chairs that combine comfortable colo- .
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nial informality with a touch of old-world
opulence. To these he added his custom-

designed lighting fixtures, which reveal an

ill‘f‘ll{il'\ for craft details in the unique bronze “We USUBHV start by deV€|ODIﬂg IﬂSIghthl stories

i‘]()lzn'_\':l::ldcs that allude to the phases of around a real sense of the pe[-sona“tles and then
1e moon.
Dautresme applied his deft color sensi- thlﬂk abOUt hOW every deta” pays homage to themﬂ

bility in a moody palette of greens and earthy
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browns and in hand-painted tropical murals @%}AE*EGJ\CT@&R@%EHEE 7oX s}
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reminiscent of Henri Rousseau. ) o d
3uilding an authentic brand identity for EDF[J ﬁfﬁ”}(fﬁ%%ﬁy 5H] ﬁiiiﬁﬁﬁiﬁtaﬂo

a restaurant also calls, according to Dau-

tresme, for a deep understanding of its

culinary approach. “Translating the chef’s

vision for the cuisine into our design helps us FE ARS8y — . Max IER&EADHET. AR ] JRUAT L3 AL . BT 48 T R A
to be consistent and logical in development.” AU F LA e &, s & B, VTR S AR AR KU A E ) T
When asked about the greatest challenge fu1[~J KA. A ‘,‘e {C [Paradis| Ji& fils Max fiERe o [ b V26 1 o %48 a5
in creating a brand, Dautresme is quick to %I, R0 2R VAR A I PR O Y M5, Al T o R ) — B, B
respond: “Naming is often one of the hardest AR AL, [R ﬁf{%& 22 AR B AE . Al 8 7 18] S I R A
parts to settle on unanimously, since names otk BT S 2 A, AR A R E [1] j‘J 1 32 5 R A K RO Bk AR I, Max '1\'
are very subjective. But when the name fol- FTH A 400, %8 W,’H]ﬂ e Tz 4, Wik AR [ FIE, SRRt
lows our creative concept, it helps to confirm NIAR S H SE 4 dJ\L z } MR TR ME, SediBb 27 i mR M. A
the overall ambience.” With a concept so Max X {6 F 0% s, 0 e K fn it — BLE #5008 &M mf.{'\ JJ}\ AR
alluring and an ambience so lush, it's appar- AT, Kb L‘ ]‘- 20 () A b X KU RE BBt REAI R E SR 7. ] BT S,
ent that this particular project’s name could m, JJE H s 1"[? SEMKEE., S5k Moo P EREE R ;IIJ: [Pm‘ildlSJ
only be Paradis. ® [ Ji5 EN 4 IR 11 % 7 F /582 Henri Rousseau IS A EENZATRE? @
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Hand-painted mural art and

custom-made furniture detail




